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President’s Message

In 2025, DHFLA celebrated its 90th anniversary at 

our annual Zeroes Are Heroes event. 140 people 

attended the event, which featured an expansive exhibit 

memorializing the history of our organization. Thanks 

to the volunteers who dedicated hours of their tim
e and 

without whom this could not have happened. Special 

acknowledgements to Barbara Miskin, Rebecca Levy, 

and Stacy Barnett.

With an outpouring of support from our donors and 

sponsors, we exceeded our fundraising goal and 

because of your generosity, we have been able to meet 

an increased need for loans to the North Texas Jewish 

Community. In 2025, we funded over $502,000 in loans 

and we have over $1.5 million in total loans outstanding.

2025 accomplishments include creation of the new 

Domestic Abuse Survivors Loan. Sparked by a matching 

donation from the Morton H. Meyerson Family 

Foundation, we raised over $25,000 to support this 

initiative to help survivors in our community get a fresh 

start in life. We also established an Endowment Fund to 

provide long term support for the agency. Our goal is to 

raise $100,000 for the endowment by 2030. Additionally, 

we upgraded our loan management system to streamline 

the administration of loans and net future cost-savings.

We appreciate every individual and organization who 

contributed to DHFLA and thank you in advance for 

continuing your support in the future. Wishing you only 

good things in 2026! — Alan Tolmas, President

Founded in 1935 by Mike 
Levine and 13 other Jewish 

businessmen, DHFLA began with 
just $132 to provide interest-free 

loans to Jews in Dallas. 
By the end of WWII, the 

organization was issuing 
confidential loans up to $35 
to help individuals preserve 

economic independence.

1930s 
– 

1940s

Loan limits increased to $500, 
and by its 25th anniversary, 

DHFLA issued over $135,000 in 
loans with minimal losses. The 

organization remained 
a steady support system for the 
Jewish community, even after 

the death of its founder in 1952.

1950s 
– 

1960s

DHFLA began expanding its 
outreach and operations, 

forming committees to grow 
its impact. By its 50th year, 

loan caps rose to $1,000 and 
it joined the newly formed 
International Association 

of Jewish Free Loans.

1970s 
– 

1980s

In response to an influx of 
Russian Jewish immigrants, 

DHFLA launched new programs 
and raised loan limits to $1,500. 

A $750,000 bequest in the 
2000s enabled the creation 

of multiple targeted loan funds 
and dramatically increased 

lending capacity.

1990s 
– 

2000s

Over the last two decades, the 
agency grew to offer 11 loan 
types, including one to assist 
survivors of domestic abuse, 

increased student loan support, 
and introduced the Angel Fund 

and small business lending. 
Celebrating its 90th year, DHFLA 

had over $1.5 million in active 
loans and continued offering 

dignified financial support 
to North Texas Jews.

2010s 
– 

2020s

Wolf Reisberg – Founder 
1st Meeting in His Grocery Store

Julius Schepps at 1960 DHFLA 

25th Anniversary Dinner

Small Business Loan 

Recipient Haim Vasquez

Past Pr
esidents 

Arthur Skibell 

& Don G
ross

 with Deborah Dana

DHFLA Board Members Eric, 

Bruce, and Label Feldman

Honoring Our PastOur 90th anniversary gave us a 
moment to honor our founders, 

members, guarantors, and supporters 

who laid the foundation for our work. 

Their dedication allowed us to grow 

and continuously meet the evolving 

needs of our Jewish community.

Dallas Hebrew Free 
Loan Association is 90!
In 2025 we celebrated 90 years of 
service to the Greater North Texas 
Jewish community and proudly 
reflected on nearly a century of 
making a meaningful impact in our 
community. Since our founding in 
1935, we have remained committed 
to fostering financial opportunity 
and creating financial security 
for members of the Jewish 
community through our no 
interest loan programs.

For 90 years, our organization 
has been a model of compassionate 
community support that offers dignity 
and peace-of-mind to those we assist 
as they navigate life’s financial ups 
and downs. What began as a small 
fund, has evolved into a thriving 
organization with over $1,500,000 
in loans helping members of our 
Jewish community.
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Event Co-Chair Stacy Barnett 
with Son Ari Barnett

Jeff, Nora, & Evan Rogney Speak About Their DHFLA Fertility Loan

DHFLA Board Members 

Jan Shwarts &
 Carole Wolanow

EVENT BY THE NUMBERS
90th Anniversary & 
Zeroes are Heroes Event
On May 7, 2025, DHFLA celebrated our 
90th anniversary at the Aaron Family JCC 
with our Proud of our Past, Embracing 
the Future exhibit created in partnership 
with the Dallas Jewish Historical Society, 
and a memorable Zeroes are Heroes 
program featuring the stories of DHFLA 
loan recipients. 

Financially Strong
DHFLA maintains a 100% loan repayment rate. 
Dollars are lent again and again as loans are repaid, 
enabling us to help a greater number of people 
and multiplying the impact of our work.

Leadership Statement of Financial Position
OFFICERS
Alan Tolmas 
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Eric Feldman
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ASSETS
Loan Receivables....................................................$1,513,530
Cash / Cash Equivalents / Investments................. $566,313
TOTAL ASSETS.........................................................$2,079,843

LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities..........................................................$5,253
TOTAL LIABILITIES.......................................................... $5,253

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE
As we celebrated this milestone year, we continued to 
remain focused on the future. Our mission of providing a 
hand-up not a handout, is more important than ever, and 
with your help we continued expanding our programs and 
addressing the pressing financial issues facing our Jewish 
community including launching a loan to assist Jewish 
survivors of domestic abuse with rebuilding their lives. 

Dallas Hebrew Free Loan Association now provides no 
interest loans up to $10,000 to help survivors of domestic 
abuse cover legal, housing and transportation expenses.

Jewish domestic abuse, while often unspoken, is a pressing 
issue that requires community awareness and support. 
Twenty-five to thirty Jewish women in our community seek 
to escape domestic abuse each year. Many survivors face 
cultural or religious barriers when seeking help, making 
financial resources like DHFLA’s program even more critical.

By providing discreet, dignified financial assistance, 
the program empowers domestic abuse survivors to 
take control of their futures without the burden of high-
interest debt.

DHFLA is the only Jewish agency in our community providing this type of financial 
assistance to Jewish survivors of domestic abuse.

Interested in using exhibit materials 
to educate your community about this 
uniquely Jewish model of community 
support and its roots in the Torah? 
Exhibit materials are available for use 
by schools, community organizations, 
synagogues, havurahs, small groups 
and more. Materials are portable and 
easy to assemble and display. For more 
information contact Jane Larkin, DHFLA 
Executive Director, at admin@dhfla.org 
or 469-206-1639.
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Guests mingle while viewing an exhibit on the origins of 
the Jewish free loan movement during the Dallas Hebrew 
Free Loan Association’s 90th anniversary celebration, 
Wednesday, May 7, 2025, at the Aaron Family JCC.
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On May 7, the Dallas Hebrew 
Free Loan Association (DHFLA) 
celebrated its 90th anniversary 
with a special evening at the 
Aaron Family JCC. The event 
featured a historical exhibit on the 
Jewish free loan movement and a 
memorable “Zeroes are Heroes” 
program highlighting the stories 
of loan recipients.

The evening brought together 
140 attendees, including long-

time supporters, community 
leaders, former borrowers and 
first-time guests. It was a tribute 
to nine decades of impact, filled 
with reflection, celebration and 
generosity.

Created with the Dallas Jewish 
Historical Society, the exhibit 
traced the Hebrew Free Loan 
movement from its roots in the 
Torah, to its existence in ancient 
Israel, through centuries in 

Europe and the United States and 
into modern-day Dallas. Exhibit 
graphics will soon be available on 
DHFLA’s website.

Guests also heard heartfelt 
stories from borrowing families. 
Nora and Jeff Rogney shared how a 
DHFLA fertility loan helped them 
realize their dream of becoming 
parents. Their son Evan, who 
joined them at the event, celebrated 
his first birthday the following day.

Jane Larkin, DHFLA executive 
director, delivered remarks on 
behalf of the Dekalo family, 
recipients of a special needs loan, 
who were unable to attend. The 
Dekalos shared how the loan 
enabled their autistic son to attend 
his final year at a specialized high 
school.

“The existence of this 
organization is vital,” said Inbal 
Dekalo. “By sharing our stories 

and supporting the mission of the 
Hebrew Free Loan Association, we 
contribute to a legacy of kindness, 
ensuring no one in our community 
has to face hardship alone.”

The evening raised essential 
funds to support DHFLA’s no-
interest loan programs. To learn 
more or contribute to the 90th 
anniversary campaign, visit dhfla.
org.

DHFLA marks 90 years of no-interest lending

Carole Wolanow, Alan Tolmas, DHFLA president, 
and Helen Waldman, past president.

Erica and Eric Feldman with Liz Feldman.

Brandon and Abby Fuqua with Jolene Risch.

Jeff and Nora Rogney with their son, Evan, who 
celebrated his first birthday the next day.

Event co-chair Barbara Miskin with Ari Barnett.

Brian and Torie Waxler.

Jane Larkin, DHFLA executive director.
Marvin and Pam Feldman with their guest. Marvin 
is a past president of DHFLA.

Event co-chair Stacy Barnett with her son, Ari. Lauren and Ben  Daitch.

Jan Shwarts and Carole Wolanow.
Guests browse the exhibit on the origins of the 
Jewish free loan movement.

POST PICS

Photos: DHFLA/Jake Wertheim

Honoring the past, celebrating community kindness and sharing life-changing stories of impact

DHFLA Board Member 

Ben Daitch with Wife Lauren

Missed the event? Exhibit materials and videos can be 
viewed on our website at https://dhfla.org/events/.

$502,000+ 
Loaned

100 
People 
Helped

~$300,000 
Raised

Interest-free loans are funded entirely 

through community donations which 

continually recycle to others through loan 

repayments, creating many times the 

original value of the gift and supporting 

members of the Greater North Texas 

Jewish community in perpetuity.
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2025 DONORS
The donor list includes gifts received 
by DHFLA by December 31, 2025. 
Gifts initiated in December 2025 
but received by DHFLA in January 
2026 will be included in our 2026 list 
of supporters.
Supporters’ names are listed in the 
manner requested by donors. 
Don’t see your name? If you indicated 
that you did not want your name 
listed publicly, or requested that your 
gift be acknowledged as Anonymous, 
your donation is included in the 
Anonymous number listed under 
each gift category. If you initiated 
a gift in December 2025, but we did 
not receive it until January 2026, your 
name will be included in our 2026 list 
of supporters.
+American Endowment Foundation 
Donor Advised Fund
^Donor Advised Fund of DAFGiving360
*Donor Advised Fund of the Dallas 
Jewish Community Foundation
**Donor Advised Fund of the U.S. 
Charitable Gift Trust 
^^Donor Advised Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable
***Donor Advised Fund of the 
Communities Foundation of Texas
+++Donor Advised Fund of the 
National Philanthropic Trust

$15,000+
Sylvan T. Baer Foundation
Fichtenbaum Charitable Trust
Roy and Esther Barzune Stein 
Endowment Fund*
Charlotte Webberman | Charlotte 
Webberman Fund*

$5,000 – $9,999
Anonymous (1) 
Ann Kahn Dallas Hebrew Free Loan 
Association Student Loan Fund*
Robin Kosberg | Dallas 
Tzedakah Fund***
Susanne Massengale
Morton H. Meyerson Family 
Foundation
Beverly Mindle and Michael Droppo
Sherri and Michael Radoff 
Philanthropic Fund*
Rothkopf Greenberg Family 
Foundation Trust
Sylvia Selim
Lydia Selim-Wempe
Alan and Gina Tolmas | Alan 
and Gina Tolmas Fund*

$1,000 – $4,999
Anonymous (5) 
Aaron Family Philanthropic Fund*
Meagan and Dan Avnery 
Philanthropic Fund^
Susie Salfield Avnery 
Philanthropic Fund*
Barnes & Thornburg
Amy and David Baynash | Baynash 
Tzedakah Fund^^
Broadcom Employee Match

The Mitchell L. and Miriam Lewis 
Barnett Charitable Trust
Elizabeth N. Blunt
Nancy and David Brickman
Lauren and Ben Daitch
Dell Corporation
DLA Piper | Abby and Brandon Fuqua
Gary Eisenstat
Facebook
Erica and Eric Feldman
Beverly and Rick Fetterman | Rick and 
Beverly Fetterman Family Fund***
Gold Family Fund^^
Kari and David Goldberg Family 
Philanthropic Fund*
Beverly T. Goldman Charitable Fund^^ 
Glenna Hecht Family 
Charitable Trust**
Florence and Stanley (z”l) Hersh 
Philanthropic Fund*
David and Lorraine Hoppenstein 
Philanthropic Fund*
Lauren and Zach Horn
Loren Jacobson and Moshe Rudelman
Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas
Ann Kahn | Kahn Mechanical 
Jennifer and Mark Kashar
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Julie and David Kronick | Kronick 
Family Charitable Fund+++ 
Rachel and Isaac Leventon
Carol J. Levy
Deborah and Geoff Malafsky | 
Malafsky Family Fund*
Louis Marx
Rebecca and Dustin Marx | Mother 
Modern Plumbing
Mark and Michelle Meiches
Tricia Michaelson
Barbara and Clive Miskin 
Charitable Fund+
Jolie and Michael Newman^
Louis Okon
Ashley and Ben Ray
Reiman Charitable Giving Account^^
Melissa and Adam Ridzinski
Bob and Debbie Rifkin | Robert and 
Debra Rifkin Philanthropic Fund*
Leora and Michael Ringelheim
Frank and Helen Risch 
Philanthropic Fund*
Jolene Risch | Risch Results
Roffman Family Philanthropic Fund*
Debbi Levy and Barry Rothschild
Dora and Cary Rudberg Family 
Philanthropic Fund* 
Arlene and Alan Sandgarten
Schoenbrun Philanthropic Fund*
Judith and David Shill
Jan and Robin Shwarts
Talya and Zev Shulkin
Phyllis and Ron Steinhart
Kim and Brett Strumwasser
Ilana and Jonathan Swerin

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Teichman
The Estate of Miriam G. Vernon
Virgoe-Jacobs Family Fund^
Brian and Torie Waxler 
Philanthropic Fund*
Linda and Happy Webberman
Carol and Joram Wolanow
Dorothy Wolchansky

$500 – $999
Alpha Omega Dental Fraternity 
Dallas Chapter
Jill Andres
Rachel Andres
Anonymous (2) 
Arrow Industries Philanthropic Fund*
Elena Stein | Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation
Stacy and Darren Barnett
Suzi Berman | D Media
Elizabeth Feldman and Andy Chapel
Larry Fellman
Sherry and Kenny Goldberg
Jorge Goldsmit
Gary Gross
Irma Grossman
Jewish Business Alliance
Risa and Marc Kesselman
Susan and Allyn Kramer
Weezie and Mark Margolis
Ann and Michael Ochstein
Kevin Pailet, Daniel Prescott 
and Stuart Prescott | Marsh 
McLennan Agency
Iris and Andy Sheppard
Michelle and Dean Shill
Robert Solimani
Marian and Julius Tills 
Endowment Fund*
Tom Thumb Good Neighbor Program

$100 – $499 
Amy Aftergut | Odyssey Voyages
Randi and Lawrence Alter
Anonymous (8) 
Irwin Arnstein
Joanne and Stephen L. Aronoff, MD
Nathan Axelrod
The Bader Family
Mojgan and Farzin Bakhshian
Murray Berger
Susan Chafitz
Annette A. Corman
Sarah Kreditor Davis and 
Ethan J. Davis Charitable Fund^
The Dubin Family
Mrs. Deborah Dubsky
Mr. Leonard Epstein
Lynne Epstein
Pamela and Marvin Feldman
Linda Fisch
Charles and Ety Friedman 
Philanthropic Fund*
Michelle and Ran Friedman

Joyce and Ira Fritz
Marsha Gaswirth
Rozelle and Richard Gilman Family 
Philanthropic Fund*
Elliot Ginchansky
Laurie and Dan Goetz Family Fund^^
Cindy and Randy Goldman
Fran and Harrison Goldman
Joan and Norman Gordon
Ashley and Marc Grossfeld 
Philanthropic Fund*
Laura Halper
Alan Harris
Andrea and Michael Hopkovitz
Hoppenstein Family Fund*
Conor Horowitz Philanthropic Fund*
Gary and Ann Jacobs Donor 
Advised Fund^
Mark Jacobs
Dr. Hal Jayson
Ryan Karpel
Michael Kenter
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Kessner
Dr. and Mrs. James Kohn
Linda Kowal, DMD
Sharon Kowalsky
Leslie and Larry Krasner 
Philanthropic Fund*
Neil Krasnoff
Kroger Southwest 
Community Rewards
Pauline and James Larkin
Stephen Lerer
Rabbi Michael Lewis and Jake Ettinger
Jen and Evan Lipp
Shlomo Lowy
Maya’s Modern Mediterranean
Arlene Molohon
Melanie Morris
Irina and Leonid Murashkovskiy
Susan and Eddie Najjar
William Oglesby
Sandra Pakin
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Rasansky
Julie and Ken Robinowitz
Bert (z”l) and Terry Romberg
Mollie Rose
Edward Rosenwasser
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Ross
Shirley and Erven Rovinsky 
Philanthropic Fund*
Melanie and Ivan Sacks
Cindy Schlessinger and Jeff Ellowitz
Janice Shwartz and Edwin Mullins
May Sebel
Ron Segall
Lisa and Charles Siegel
Arthur J. Simons, Sr.
Allan Slavsky
Dr. and Mrs. Sohnen
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Statman
Tracey and Shane Stein

Enid Steinbart and Lew Lefton
Marc I. Steinberg
Temple Emanu-El 2025-2026 
Confirmation Class
Dr. Jean Tolmas
Iris and Dennis Topletz
Becky and Yerachmiel Udman
Evelyn and Paul Utay
Steven J. Wallach
Richard L. and Tina D. Wasserman 
Philanthropic Fund*
Michael Weinman
Gerardo and Helga Weinstein (z”l) 
Philanthropic Fund*
Richard Wills
Wills Family Foundation*
Marc Wolens
Steve and Susan Zetley
Esther and Miles Zitmore

Up to $99 
Allen Family Fund*
Anonymous (7) 
Marla H. Bane and Michael L. Benson
Bard Family
Joan Bernbaum
Caryn and John Berardi
Ellen, Ari, Dana, and Zachary Bond
Susan C. Bowman
Harry Breitbarth
Mindy, Rick and Louis Cohen
Bunny and Ivan Edelman
Susan Moss Ehrlich
Eliza and Carl Epstein
Linda Abramson Evans
Janis and Byron Falk
Linda Feldman
Ronald Freidberg
Michael Friedberg
Anita Friedman
Karen and Glenn Garfield
Carol Gerrick
Bob Gillman
Barry Gluck
Sidney H. Goldin
Larry E. Golman
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Goldstein
Paul S. Grabsky
Scott Herstein
Instagram
Susan Jacobs
Garry Kahalnik
Rob and Peggy Kaufman
Isaac Lasky
Drs. Yan and Jodi Lemeshev
Candace and Mark Leshin
Phyllis LaVietes
Marilyn and Alan Levin
Ricky Levy
Mark Lewis
Jeanette and Jeffery Lurie
Elvie and David Luzzatto

Phil and Myra Migicovsky
Fay and Irwin Miller
Martin Mills
Martin Mintz
Barbara Moses
Leslie and Rick Otis
Zona Pidgeon
Carol and Harold Pinker
Stephen Popik
Shalom Rodin
Susie and Alan Rubin
Stephanie L. Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Schackman
Debbie and David Schweig
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Scolnic
Carla J. Sherman
Phyllis Silver
Marissa and Rob Solls
Patti and Dean Solomon
Melissa Steiner
Monique and Eduardo Tanur
Brenda Time
Joli Webberman and Billy Orth
Gail Fischl Weisblatt
Benay Z. Weiss
Tara and Mark Wettreich
Rabbi Howard Wolk
Berni Breen Zierler
Jeffrey Zigman

Legacy Society 
Ann Kahn Dallas Hebrew Free Loan 
Association Student Loan Fund*
Roy and Esther Barzune Stein 
Endowment Fund*
Marian and Julius Tills 
Endowment Fund*
The Estate of Miriam G. Vernon

Full Circle
Anonymous (2)
Paul S. Grabsky
Ricky Levy
Rebecca Marx
Elena Stein
Tara and Mark Wettreich
Esther and Miles Zitmore

90th Anniversary Zeroes 
are Heroes Sponsors
Exhibit Partner
Dallas Jewish Historical Society

Presenting Media Sponsor
Texas Jewish Post 

Founders’ Society
Carol and Steve Aaron
Susie Avnery
DLA Piper LLP
Julie and David Kronick
Sherri and Michael Radoff
Celia and Larry Schoenbrun 
Gina and Alan Tolmas

President’s Circle
Baker Botts, LLP 
Kari and David Goldberg
Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas 
Kahn Mechanical
Helen and Frank Risch
Jolene Risch | Risch Results 
Nancy and Joel Roffman

1935 Society
Barnes & Thornburg LLP 
Beverly and Rick Fetterman 
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP 
Rebecca Levy, Realtor | Dave 
Perry-Miller Real Estate
Tricia Michaelson
Jolie and Michael Newman
Leora and Michael Ringelheim
Phyllis and Ron Steinhart
Kim and Brett Strumwasser

Sustaining Member
Suzi Berman | D Media
Lauren and Ben Daitch
Weezie and Mark Margolis
Kevin Pailet, Daniel Prescott 
and Stuart Prescott | Marsh 
McClennan Agency
Michelle and Dean Shill

Partner
Amy Aftergut | Odyssey Voyages
Nathan Axelrod
Sarah and Ethan Davis
Marsha Gaswirth
Rachel and Isaac Leventon
Deborah and Geoff Malafsky
Louis Marx
Melanie Morris
Melissa and Adam Ridzinski
Jon Ross
May Sebel
Jan and Robin Shwarts
Dr. Jean Tolmas
Carole and Joram Wolanow
Esther and Miles Zitmore

Corporate Sponsors
D Media
Hass Productions
Kahn Mechanical
Mother Modern Plumbing
Taste of the World

Graphic design services generously 
donated by Shelley D. Franklin.

Thank You to All 

Our Donors!
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, 

we’ve been able to support the dreams 

of the Greater North Texas Jewish 

community since 1935.

The extraordinary people who give 

through their donations, time and hard 

work make our work possible.

Every effort has been made to list 

donors accurately. We apologize 

for any errors or omissions. If your 

name is not listed or if you are listed 

incorrectly, please contact us at 

admin@dhfla.org so we can update 

our communications and records.
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From 90 Years of Impact 

to a Sustainable Future 

For 90 years, DHFLA has been a steady presence—

responding to the financial needs of our Jewish 

community, enabling Jewish community members 

to invest in their long-term economic stability, and 

honoring the Jewish tradition that defines our mission.

As we move toward our 100th anniversary, we have 

a unique opportunity not only to celebrate our past, 

but to secure our future.

By establishing an endowment, we can ensure that our 

work of providing a hand-up, not a handout, continues 

with strength and stability for the next century and 

beyond. An endowment provides permanent, reliable 

funding that empowers us to weather challenges, seize 

opportunities, and plan with confidence.

This is more than a milestone—it’s a turning point. Join 

us in building a legacy of kindness, sustainability, vision, 

and long-term impact.

Your gift to our endowment is an investment in the 

future we all believe in – a financially secure Jewish 

community, where no one faces hardship alone.

For more information contact Jane Larkin, 

DHFLA Executive Director at 469-206-1639.

Contact 469.206.1639 admin@dhfla.org dhfla.org

DONATE

FOLLOW US

SHOP

For us to be there for the families, 
individuals, businesses and students 
we serve, we need you to be there 
for us. Please consider a donation to 
DHFLA so we can help more Jews in 
Greater North Texas bridge the gap 
between need and achievement.

Donate online, by phone, 
or mail. 

Or, text GIFT or DONATE 
to 214-466-1538.

We now take Venmo 
@DHFLAssoc

P.O. Box 671235 | Dallas, TX 75367-1235

SAVE THE DATE: 5th Annual Zeroes are Heroes April 29, 2026


